
Appendix A

Question 1: Does the Annual Status Report (ASR) template strike the right 
balance between streamlining and robustness of evidence? What else would 
you like to see covered or removed for the ASR template?

The ASR does provide a simplified approach whilst still maintaining a robust 
evidence base, however there should be a specific requirement for transport 
authorities, both County Highways departments and Highways England to submit 
details of actions and measures that fall within their remits.  

Question 2: Does the executive summary provide sufficient information in a 
format to keep the public informed of air quality progress and issues within a 
local authority area? What else would you like to see covered/removed?

There was no section entitled executive summary within the ASR template. The 
section entitled ‘Overview of air quality in our area’ does provide a good format to 
keep the public informed.

Question 3: Do you support the idea of idea of fast-track AQMAs declaration

Yes, however it is not clear that in reality this will provide any real efficiency savings.

Question 4: Do you support the introduction of an AQAP template? If yes, what 
else would you like added or removed?

Yes, the Council supports the introduction of an AQAP template this should be 
accompanied by tools to allow the measures to be quantified. The template will 
provide a consistent approach across authorities which may assist County Councils. 

Question 5: Is the guidance clear that LAs are not required to review and 
assess these four pollutants unless they are aware of any potential new issues 
in their locality?

Yes

Question 6. Do the revised policy and technical guidance documents provide 
local authorities with a framework to help them address PM2.5 

Yes

Question 7. Does the updated Policy Guidance achieve its aim of clarifying the 
roles and responsibilities of District and County Councils.

Whilst the guidance does make the responsibilities clear it does not go far enough in 
requiring any specific actions at County level within a two tier local authority structure. 
The guidance doesn’t confirm the role and responsibility of Highways England. 

Question 8. Do you have any further comments about the revisions to the 
technical or policy guidance that have not been covered elsewhere in this 
consultation.

The Borough of Dartford has two major trunk roads, the M25 (A282) and the A2 
running through its area. The majority of vehicles on these roads begin and end their 
journey outside the Borough and therefore this Council has little or no influence over 
these vehicles. The guidance should define the responsibility of Highways England 
with regard to emissions from these transient vehicles.


